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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7-13 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dolence et al (US-5741381 ) in view of Buchalter (US-5857502). 

As to claim 1 , Dolence et al teaches a labeling method where a removable 
second label portion with indicia printed on an underside is provided. Dolence et 
al lacks an additional removable label portion on top of the first label portion. 
Buchalter teaches a first label portion that can be removed from a second label. 
It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the label in 
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Dolence et al to include a first label portion in order to increase the surface area 
where indicia can be displayed. Dolence et al further teaches all the method 
steps required to use the label. 

As to claim 2, Dolence et al teaches using the label on a recyclable beverage 
container so that the bottle will be fit for recycling after the label is entirely 
removed. 

As to claim 3, Dolence et al teaches a second label portion with printing on an 
underside. Dolence et al further teaches prior art where all or a portion of a 
beverage bottle label is transparent so that the contents of the bottle can be 
inspected therethrough or to provide certain ornamental effects. It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a first label portion with 
transparent portions to provide ornamental effects or to allow a user to see what 
lies underneath. 

As to claim 4, Dolence et al teaches a label where a removable second label 
portion with indicia printed on an underside is provided. Dolence et al lacks an 
additional removable label portion on top of the first label portion. Buchalter 
teaches a first label portion that can be removed from a second label. It would 
be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the label in Dolence et al to 
include a first label portion in order to increase the surface area where indicia can 
be displayed. 

As to claim 7, Dolence et al teaches a method for applying and removing a label 
(see figure 1 ). The combination of Dolence et al and Buchalter would obviously 
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include the further steps of attaching and detaching a removable outer portion of 
the label. 

As to claim 8, Dolence et al teaches a method for applying and removing a label 
(see figure 1 ). The combination of Dolence et al and Buchalter would obviously 
Include the further steps of attaching and detaching a removable outer portion of 
the label. 

As to claim 9, The combination of Dolence et al and Buchalter teaches a 
peelable label that leaves a peelable label in a defined place on the bottle. It 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill to include more than one peelable 
sticker as an obvious expedient. 

As to claim 10, Dolence et al teaches a method for applying and removing a label 
(see figure 1 ). The combination of Dolence et al and Buchalter would obviously 
include the further steps of attaching and detaching a removable outer portion of 
the label. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to merely include 
two parts of the label portion adhered directly to the bottle. 
As to claim 1 1 . Dolence et al teaches that the label portion directly attached to 
the bottle can be removed to make the bottle fit for recycling. 
As to claim 13, Dolence et al teaches a second label portion with printing on an 
underside. Dolence et al further teaches prior art where all or a portion of a 
beverage bottle label is transparent so that the contents of the bottle can be 
inspected therethrough or to provide certain ornamental effects. It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a first label portion with 
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transparent portions to provide ornamental effects or to allow a user to see what 
lies underneath. 

As to claim 17, Buchalter teaches perforations (column 5, lines 9-14) for 
providing a tear line for removing the outer label portion. It would be obvious to 
modify Dolence et al to include a tear line in order to allow for the use of a 
stronger adhesive. 

4. Claim 6 and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dolence et al (US-5741381) in view of Buchalter (US-5857502) and further in view 
of Ito et al (US-6548595). 

As to claim 6, Dolence et al teaches a label where a removable second label 
portion with indicia printed on an underside is provided. Dolence et al lacks an 
additional removable label portion on top of the first label portion. Buchalter 
teaches a first label portion that can be removed from a second label. It would 
be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the label in Dolence et al to 
include a first label portion in order to increase the surface area where indicia can 
be displayed. The combination thereof would be a superimposed laminar 
assemblage. Dolence et al specifically teaches polypropylene as a construction 
material for a label. Dolence et al does not teach a polymerisedester as 
described, Ito et al teaches constructing bottle labels using polypropylene 
terephthalate. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use this 
material for constructing a label because it has advantageous heat shrink 
properties. 
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As to claim 14, the content of printed matter cannot be relied on for patentability. 
As to claim 15, Buchalter teaches perforations (column 5, lines 9-14) for 
providing a tear line for removing the outer label portion. It would be obvious to 
modify Dolence et al to include a tear line in order to allow for the use of a 
stronger adhesive. 

As to claim 16, Dolence et al teaches polypropylene as a construction material. 
Ito et al teaches constructing bottle labels using polypropylene terephthalate. It 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use this material for 
constructing a label because it has advantageous heat shrink properties. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Nojima et al (US-2001/0038204) teaches a tubular label with a printing on the 

inwardly facing surface. 

Dronzek et al (US-2003/0034645) teaches a peelable label. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher E. Veraa whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2329. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:00 to 
4:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 571-272-6651, The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




